{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. I.]         PARTIES   AT  THE   CONGRESS.                   235}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 system, and yet no  evil had followed.    This was because France had not become aware of her ad\-vantage, and also because as a military power she was then in a state of decline.   Now on the contrary she was awakened and regenerated, and had learnt how much was possible. For the moment indeed she had to confess herself exhausted, but on the whole, she laid down her arms with the conviction that her only mistake was to have gone too far, and that her policy of conquest had not been mistaken in itself. We ought particularly to note the distinction she made   between  one   part   of   her   conquests   and another.    The purely Napoleonic acquisitions, the despotic Protectorate of the Rhenish Confederation, still more the Westphalian Kingdom, and the 32nd Military Division, these she gave up as lost, and had no strong desire to recover.   It was quite different in respect to the Rhine frontier.    In losing this she felt herself robbed, not merely because it was what she called a natural frontier, but because she had had the undisputed possession of it for so long a time.    The conquests of Lundrville were not Napoleonic in the proper sense of the word, they were the conquests of the Revolution, sealed by several years of con\-tinental peace before Napoleon's career of universal conquest   began.     They  had   become   a   part   of France, they  had not been separated  again from her by any effort of their own populations, nay, it had not even been thought safe to allow those popu\-lations  any  share   in their  own   liberation.    With respect to these provinces then the French had the same sort of feeling that they have since had with respect to Alsace and Lorraine, a feeling that they}\par }